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FROM THE RANCHITO 

 

Time is nearing before the next FOBA contention in Hou-

ston.  I am committed and ready to go.   Details and contact 

information is included in this issue.  We hope to see every-

one there for what sounds like a grand time. 

Kelly, Luke and I have been busy this past year renovating 

an old house for them.  They finally got moved in just be-

fore Christmas.  Still cosmetics to be done, but it has turned 

out so nice.  We did all the work that we physically could 

on our own.  What an experience!  Kelly mentioned that she 

would like to”flip” another house.  Well, Mom’s reply was 

not printable.   

Luke is a soon to be 16 year old, so we know what that 

means.  He has volunteered to drive us to Houston next 

month.  He is on the golf team at school and loves it.  May-

be he can be talked into joining the FOBA golf group.   

As most  of you know, at least this issue of the Que Paso 

will not be sent out via mail.  Due to the condition of the 

treasury at the moment, it has been decided to do only the 

electronic version, which can be printed off your home 

computers.  This may be the norm for the future.  I realize 

that some do not have computers or are incapable us access-

ing the internet , so I will print copies on my printer and 

mail those few out.  This will be discussed at the General  

Board Meeting in Houston so if you have some input or 

suggestions, please let one of the Board Members know so 

it can be addressed. 

I’d like to say I have more news, but this has been a rather 

boring year, except for the renovation.  I haven’t really had 

much time to even get out to the Quilt Cabin to pursue my 

passion.   

Looking forward to seeing you all next month. 

 

Jeanne 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Well, the world has moved forward at a fast pace. Birthdays, holidays and work days. We are sup-

posed to be "retired".  In the world according to the Braziel’s, the definition of "retired" is "manana 

possible - quien sabe" 

 

This week racing season kicks off again. On top of all that, the sales part of the business has been 

very active. Burning up the highway chasing parts and making a buck or two. 

 

Since last years conference, we finished racing season with moderate success after losing 4 motors. 

We moved Pam's dad in with us in Texas and made four 2000 mile trips to Tucson to move him, 

his stuff and prep for the sale of his house. It sold in 4 days from the time of offer. It never went on 

the market. 

 

Paul and Ann have been doing an awesome job of planning for the 2017 conference in Houston. 

They have been keeping members up to speed via regular emails and FOBA website. They have 

some exciting activities planned. Especially the trip to the active firing simulator range. Pam and I 

are looking forward to that, and I am sure others are also. 

 

Be sure to get your hotel reservations confirmed and registration money sent in so we can count on 

a firm number of attendees and not leave anyone out. Registration fees are to be sent to Paul/Ann 

Herring. 

 

Treasurer Bruce Stock reports that membership dues are trickling in. I urge all members to please 

open their check books and send $20 to keep you current. I'm sure it will not break your bank but it 

will fatten the FOBA treasury which has been seriously depleted with the publishing of the mem-

bership roster. 

 

At the El Paso directors meeting the officers requested that any proposals for the 2018 

conference be first presented at the Houston conference directors meeting for subsequent 

presentation for voting at the membership meeting. I have not heard of any prospective 

locations at this writing. 

 

 

This year at the annual members meeting, the positions of President, Dick Braziel, secretary, Arnie 

Flores, and directors Lou Richenberger and John Nattinger are up for election. I urge any members 

who would like to become more active to seek the nomination of choice. I have not found a nomi-

nation committee chairman yet, but will have one by conference time. 

 

Paul Herring recently challenged all members to recruit at least one new member. He has met his 
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own challenge  and recently recruited 3 new members. Come on folks, we all know at least one 'old 

compadre' we would like to ride the river again with. 

 

As the days move on, we have gained some new members, and lost some also. We must keep them in 

our thoughts and hearts.  

 

As my term as your president winds down, I want to thank Paul Herring, Arnie Flores, Bruce Stock, 

Jaime Kuykendall, Lou Richenberger, Jimmy Bradley, John Nattinger and Harvey Varenhorst for their 

service and assistance. I also want to thank the membership committee Jim Button, Hugh McFink and 

John Nattinger for their service. 

 

 

 

Go forth and multiply,  

 

Dick and Pam 

STATUS OF THE TREASURY 

Greetings All: 

 

As I recently posted, the Treasury is solvent and we are able to meet our few obligations.  As of 1-3-2017, 
there are some 95 members who have yet to pay their 2017 dues.  Obviously, that $1900+ money would put 
us at about $6000 and well within budget and a good buffer.  As I recently posted, anyone who is unsure of 
their dues status, I have he records available. Of the recent requests, I have answered all of those owed for at 
least this year.  Now I realize that many wait until the conference to pay which is fine, but, handing me mon-
ey in the hospitality room has its disadvantages as you can imagine. 

 

Many question “what do we do with our money?”….and I respond that the main expenses are related to the 
“Que Paso” which we all know and “love”.  The problem is that with rising costs, three “hard” copies during 
the year are almost as much as we take in.  If you add a telephone directory, we are in the red.  I, too, enjoy 
the Que Paso with pictures and input from the membership as well as a handy reference of phone numbers, 
addresses and emails.  Fact of the matter is this is all on the FOBA website thanks to Jeanne and Arne. Yes, I 
continue to hear, “well, I can’t get on”.  Arne will do all in his power to get you access.  He only requires a 
little computer knowledge.  I did it so rest my case.  If you do not have a computer or any other reason I, or 
someone else, with a color printer, can easily print and send it to you. 

 

We have much to discuss at the Houston conference.  We hope to see you there. 

 

Saludos. 

B. Stock, Treasurer 
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2017 FOBA CONVENTION 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 

WHEN  April 28, 2017 thru April 30, 2017.   Thursday, April 27, 2017 early arrivals re-
ceive the same discounted rate. 

 
WHERE  Embassy Suites, Energy Corridor, Houston, Texas 

                  11730 Katy Freeway, Houston, Texas 

 
ROOMS  $99.00 King 2 room suites;  $129.00 double queen 2 room suite 

 
REGISTRATION FEE  $100.00 

 
ENTERTAINMENT  Every day.  Open bar, Live music, visit breweries, wine tasting, 
shopping, auctions, split the pots, left, right & center and more! 

 
SIMULATED SHOOTOUT  No Charge!  Need 10 person minimum to receive discount 
on facility. 

 
GOLF   TBA.  Finalizing…….stay tuned for location and cost.  It will happen! 

 
RAFFLE & AUCTION ITEMS     Bring all you can!  All the money goes to FOBA! 

 
HOTEL RESERVATIONS   Easiest way is the FOBA web-
site.  www.borderrats.com.  Once on, go to current or scheduled events and you will find 
an outline of scheduled events for the convention.  You will find a link for hotel registra-
tion and hotel telephone number.  The link is the best, fastest way to register.  Hotel num-
ber is next best.  281-531-7300.  Our coordinator’s name is John Olamigoke.  His direct 
number is 281-310-3247.   

 
FOBA WEBSITE  if you have any problem getting on the website or with the hotel, call 
Paul at 281-910-0774 or Ann at 281-910-0775.  We will get you on the website and work 
with you on whatever situation you may have. 

 
NOTE – If you have not registered yet and/or sent your registration fees, please do 
so.  For planning purposes, we plan a reassessment on March 15th. Please help us to make 
this a memorable convention!! 

http://www.borderrats.com
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CONVENTION CONTINUED 

Paul and Ann will continue to send out weekly updates and information.  Please get your registrations ($100 

per person) sent in to Paul and make your hotel reservations.  The Embassy Suites is a great hotel and they 

offer a FULL cooked to order breakfast each morning at no charge.   

THANKS TO PAUL AND ANN 

HERRING—CONVENTION COORDINATORS 
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PISTACHIO BREAD 

BATTER: 

1 box yellow cake mix 

1 box (3.4 oz) instant pistachio pudding 

½ cup sugar 

½ cup oil 

1 cup Sour cream 

4 eggs 

 

TOPPING: 

½ tsp. nutmeg 

½ tsp. cinnamon 

1 tsp sugar 

 

Heat oven to 350 degrees.  Grease or spray PAM in 2 loaf pans. 

Mix batter ingredients together.  Pour half in each loaf pan.   

Mix topping together and sprinkle over each loaf.   

Bake for 45-60 minutes (I do 50 minutes)  Turn upside down to cool.  Wrap in Saran Wrap while 

warm to keep moist. 

Eat plain or spread with butter or cream cheese.   
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FOBA Members That Have Changed Addresses or Phone Numbers 

 NAME STATUS CONTACT INFORMATION 

 ANDERSON, HAROLD & DEBRA R, A HM:   936 894 2767 

 2318 MUD CAT RD 

 ADAMS, TN  37010-4986 

 COURTNEY, GERALD P & DANA R HM:   480 802 9904 FAX: 602 664 5747 

 P O BOX 387 BS:   602 664 5600 

 LUKEVILLE, AZ  85341-0387 EMAIL:    feitolindo1@gmail.com> 

 FALBAUM, PEGGY W HM:   520 577 2418 FAX: 520 529-3837 

 5119 E CALLE BRILLANTE BS:   520-977-2417 CELL 

 TUCSON, AZ  85718-1823 EMAIL:   bertfalbaum@comcast.net 

 FERGUSON, RAYMOND & NANCY R HM:   512-763-9158 

 1160 W. Circulo Del Norte 

 Green Valley, AZ  85614 EMAIL:   raynan2@gmail.com 

 FREDERICKS, MICHAEL E. & VIRGINIA R HM:   703-753-6080 

 5700 SALTVILLE TERRACE 

 HAYMARKET, VA  20169 EMAIL:   4mr1811@gmail.com 

 JENSEN, CANDACE W HM:   281-382-3819 

 261 JOY HOLLOW 

 BUDA, TX  78610 

 KITCHENS, JAMES C HM:   806-803-2499 

 P O BOX 8223 BS:   907-317-7524 cell 

 AMARILLO, TX  79114-8223 EMAIL:   maxkitchens@hotmail.com 

 PARKER, VERNON P & JOYCE R HM:   830 629 4472 

 912 GRUENE SPRING BS:   cell 210 643 3151 

 NEW BRAUNFELS, TX  78130 EMAIL:   vernsdrago@yahoo.com 

 RAFFANELLO, THOMAS W R HM:   305 476 5952 

 172 KEY HEIGHTS DR. 

 TAVERNIER, FL  33070 EMAIL:   traffanello@stanfordeagle.com 

 RIGGS, BETTY W HM:   972-308-6605 

 3547 REGENT DRIVE 

 DALLAS, TX  75229 EMAIL:   sriggs1937@gmail.com 
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ROGERS, CLIFF & Jonatha R   

 225 N. VALLEY VIEW DR. #110 BS:   619-787-6812 C 

 ST. GEORGE, UT  84770-5194 EMAIL:   rogersasst@gmail.com 

 SEIB, FRANK & LOURDES G R HM:   512 789-6343 

 217 UMBRELLA SKY 

 LIBERTY HILL, TX  78642 EMAIL:   feseib@yahoo.com 

 STEPHENS, BILLY & JEAN A HM:   281-820-5626 

 3715 BADGER FOREST BS:   713-822-4375 

 HOUSTON, TX  77088 EMAIL:   billyjeanstephens@sbcglobal.n 

  

 VARENHORST, HARVEY R HM:   646-345-4186 

 BOX 165 BS:   CELL 912 604 8674 

 NEBRASKA CITY, NE  68410 EMAIL:   waidac@yahoo.com 

 VASQUEZ, AMY W HM:   956 682 9018 

 2293 COMMON ST. APT 64 

 NEW BRAUNFELS, TX  78130-3128 EMAIL:   vasquez4930@sbcglobal.net 

 WILTSE, ROBERT C & JUDY R HM:   859 384 3634 

 9075 ROYAL OAK LN. 

 UNION, KY  41091 EMAIL:   rwitse@fuse.net 

FOBA New Members 

 NAME STATUS CONTACT INFORMATION 

 BROWN, JR., CHARLES (CHIP) & LISA R HM:   303-781-0020 

 318 SIENNA DRIVE BS:   803-309-7681  CELL 

 CHAPIN, SC  29036 EMAIL:   cbrown0325@aol.com 

 COUNCILMAN, LARRY & TOMA R HM:   281-825-2731 

 111 S. GOLDENVINE CIR. BS:   281-825-2731 

 THE WOODLANDS, TX  77382 EMAIL:   larrycouncilman@sbcglobal.net 

 HERRING, PAUL "ALAN" & TONI R HM:   540-840-0434 

 110 GRAZING FIELD DR. 

 CONROE, TX  77384 EMAIL:   paherring@hotmail.com 

 SHOQUIST, MILTON R HM:   210-391-8273 

 117 N. STAR COURT 

 BOERNE, TX  78006 EMAIL:   mshoquist@gvtc.com 
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VAYA CON DIOS 

DON SMITH 

 

Don Smith passed away at his home in Fountain Valley, California on February 2, 2017 with his fami-

ly at his side.  Rosary Service was held on February 9, 2017 at Dilday’s Funeral Home in Huntington 

Beach, CA.  Mass was held on February 10, 2017 at Holy Spirit Catholic Church, Fountain Valley, 

CA.  Don is survived by his wife, RoseAnn Smith, Daughter Pam, Daughter, Suzette, and Son Sean.  

He was preceded in death by Daughter Kim who was a firefighter in Houston, TX.   

 

 

 

ROBERT DAVIS 

 

Mrs.Kathy Davis reported to me that her husband, FOBA member, Robert Davis passed away on Au-

gust 8, 2016.  No further details are known. 
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QUALIFICATIONS FOR FOBA MEMBERSHIP 

REGULAR:  A REGULAR Member shall have the right to one vote and shall have the right to hold office.   To be eligible to be a 
Regular Member, a person shall: 
(a) Have been an 1811 Agent in a Federal investigative service and assigned to and living on the Mexican Border for a period of at least three years;  or 

(b) Have been an 1811 Agent in a Federal investigative service  for a period of at least three years  and currently assigned to a post of duty on the Mexican 

Border in an 1811 position;  or 

(c)  Have been a Federal law enforcement officer assigned to, and living on the   Mexican Border for a period of at least three years, 
and currently serving in an 1811 Agent position;  or 
(d) Have had,   or currently has,   direct supervisory responsibility for the US/Mexico Border law enforcement activities of the 1811 
Agents of a Federal investigative service. 
 

ASSOCIATE:  To be eligible to be an ASSOCIATE Member, a person shall: 

(a) Have been an 1811 Agent in Federal service or have been in a comparable position in the State or Local employment sector and on many occasions 

conducted criminal investigations with a federal law enforcement office on the U.S./Mexico Border;  or 

(b) Be the spouse of a Regular Member in good standing;1   or 

(c) Be the surviving spouse of a deceased Federal criminal investigator who met the eligibility requirements for Regular Membership. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

MEMBERSHIP TYPE:                Regular____________                      Associate_____________ 

NAME:_______________________, _____________________, ____________________ 

             (last)                                     (first)                                    (middle) 

SPOUSE’S FIRST NAME: ____________________                 MEMBER? Yes ____  No ____ 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________ 

                                    ____________________________,_________        _____________ 

                                        (city)                                                   (state)                (zip) 

DATE OF BIRTH: ____/____/____                              SSN: ______-____-_______ 

                                            

PHONE:  Home  (___)___-_______     Business (___)___-_______   Fax (___)___-__________E-mail_____________________                  

BUSINESS TITLE:__________________________________________________________ 

Periods of service, posts of duty and GS-1811 positions held for Regular Membership, or qualifying positions in which served for Associate Membership:  

BE EXPLICIT OR APPLICATION WILL BE RETURNED. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant authorizes the Fraternal Order of Border Agents, Inc. to conduct such inquiries as it deems necessary to determine Membership eligibility. 

______________________________________________              _________________, 

Signature                                                                                                        Date 

Referred by:___________________________________________________________________ 

Please send completed application with check for $40.00 (includes $20.00 initiation fee and $20.00 annual dues). Enclose an additional $20.00 if you wish your 

spouse to become an Associate Member. 

Mail completed application and your check payable to FOBA to: 

          FOBA, c/o Dick Braziel, P O Box 3526, Waco, TX  76707 

                                                        E-mail    aaarebelinc@aol.com 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY: 

Approved:______     Disapproved: ________                    Date: ____________ 

Record entered: ____/____/_____                    Membership package sent:  ____/____/____ 
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