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JOHN VAN DIVER,  founder and first President of  FOBA dies March 14th, 2005.   
                                                                                                                     (Details on page 6)               

 

Phyllis and John, Laredo 2004 John and Phyllis with BJ and George Murphy, 2002 

Jim Anderson, Perry Martin and John Van Diver 
Laredo, 2004 

John at his favorite past time. 
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NEWS FROM THE CASA!!! 
 
Another convention has come and gone.  San Antonio was a 
great get-together and it sure went by too fast.  Our location was 
super and the accommodations were very comfortable.  Hats off 
to Kirby and Susan for a good job! 
 
We actually drove the entire way home that Wednesday.  Tiring 
but good to have the drive out of the way.  Tom had “trigger 
finger” surgery on his hands that Friday and is all mended now.  
 
Amy, Fred, Katherine and Annika arrived  April 24th.  Amy and 
Fred started house-hunting the next day and they found a house 
right away.  They decided not to build new as new housing is 
taking up to 8 months to complete at this time.  They will be 
about 3 miles from us in a nice planned community.  They’ll 
have a nice 2380 sq ft home with lots of room to roam.  The little 
ones will have a ball with the stairs (it’s a two story home).  An-
yway, they got  escrow started.  Fred left on Sunday the 1st and  
he shipped out on Saturday May 5th.  Needless to say, there are 
three very lonely people here who miss their husband/Daddy a 
lot.  Amy will sign papers May 26th and they’ll move in after we 
return from Plano, TX and Liz’s wedding  -  middle of June.  
They can’t wait.  Tom and I are enjoying everyone’s company 
immensely.  Katherine is all registered to start kindergarten in 
August.  They have all day kindergarten here.  This will be a 
new experience but she is really excited. 
 
Well, let’s see.  This column always seems to be an update on 
our lives here in Arizona.  Speaking of Arizona and HOT, we 
have had the most glorious weather lately.  I think we’ve actually 
had a Spring season.  Temps have been in the upper 70’s to 80’s 
and nights in the 50’s  - just beautiful.  HOWEVER, it looks as 
thought all that will start to change this weekend when temps 
start to heat up.   
 
We leave June 1st for Plano for Liz’s wedding on the 11th.  
Katherine will get to celebrate her 5th birthday there. Can’t wait 
until it’s all over.  Liz has done one incredible job.  Hope we can 
do a little something to help when we get there.   
 
We are not sure if we’ll get out of town this summer or not.  
We’ll be around when Amy moves in to help with the kids and 
whatever else she needs.  Fred won’t be back til November and 
then he’ll be in San Diego most of the time til Sept. ‘06.     
 
Not much else newsy to write about right now.  We hope every-
one has a relaxing and healthy summer  We’ll look forward to 
seeing a lot of you in October in San Diego for the Fall Board 
Meeting.   
 
Meanwhile, take care! 
 
Til then, 
 
Bye, See ya!!! 

INFORMATION ON FALL BOARD MEETING 
  
The board meeting scheduled for Oct. 8 & 9, 2005 will be 
held at the Mission Valley Resort, 875 Hotel Circle 
South, San Diego, CA 92108, Telephone # 619 298-8281, 
web sight: www.missionvalleyresort.com. Bruce and I 
selected this motel based on location, availability and 
cost. The cost is $79.00 per night plus applicable taxes 
which is very inexpensive for this area even after taxes. It 
is located across from a golf course and the Fashion Val-
ley Mall, one of the largest malls in San Diego with the 
other largest mall located within a mile. It is located with-
in about 5 miles of many major attractions in San Diego, 
i.e., the airport, Sea World, Old Town, the Zoo,Seaport 
Village, the Gas Lamp Quarter, and the Padres Ball Park. 
Most of the attractions are available to members at re-
duced rates and the Mission Valley Resort will accommo-
date anyone who wishes to arrive at an earlier date or stay 
for a longer period of time at the reduced rate. Our meet-
ing room and hospitality room are included at no addi-
tional charge.  If you have any questions, don't hesitate to 
call. Our point of contact for arranging the details is Eliz-
abeth Ming, Sales Manager. Please notify Dodge if you 
plan on being there. 
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President's message :  Dodge Galanos 
 
Greetings fellow FOBA members 
 
Well, we all enjoyed another great gathering of eagles in San Antonio, where everything from the accommodations to the pa-
changa and the closing dinner where top shelf, thanks to the efforts of Kirby and Sue O’Neal. Anyone who has been involved in 
putting together one of these events knows the effort it takes and for that we thank the O’Neals for a job well done. 
 
 For those of you who were unable to attend, I must tell you that everything from the imbibing of the generous quantity of liba-
tions to the telling of tall tales reached peak frenzy, or at least as frenzied as it could get for a bunch of mellowed-out border ban-
dits.  
 
It was nice to see a few new faces and a good number of smiling old ones. It was personally enjoyable for me to visit with every-
one and also a couple of old Texas State Narcotics officers in Ernie Schol and Richard Harlen with whom I remember working 
more than forty years ago in the Rio Grande Valley. And it was nice to see members of the Guadalajara DEA office who were 
present in force and from which group we gained a few new members.  
 
For those of you that didn’t make it to San Antonio we missed you and urge you to join us at the next one in Albuquerque. As our 
numbers slowly dwindle with the passing of those who go on to receive their gold badges in the next life, the importance of that 
which binds us takes on a deeper meaning and bonds grow stronger with each passing year. I sensed that same camaraderie and 
bonding among the spouses. One new member commented as to the more personable atmosphere of FOBA convention as op-
posed to other similar organizations. In that regard I would also like to commend and thank out- going president, Bruce Stock, for 
his work in leading the organization over the past several years. Every member of our organization does their unique part toward 
the betterment of  FOBA and I would like to add my praise and gratitude to Tommy and Joby Donaldson for their tireless efforts 
in the preparation of this publication and the numerous other otherwise unseen tasks that they carry out to make FOBA an even 
better  organization.  
 
 As to the future: In our conversations during these gatherings we often mention the names of others with whom we worked who, 
for whatever reason, do not attend our meetings. If everyone of us could make an effort to convince at least one of them to attend 
our next convention we would not only increase our membership but possibly generate new tall tales of the old west as we knew 
it. Eloy Garcia has agreed to host our next convention in Albuquerque and we all know what a great job he does in putting them 
together. So, let’s all put forth a little effort to make this and all future gatherings bigger and better.  
 
Adios, support our troops and God bless America. 
 
FALL BOARD MEETING—OCTOBER 8—9, 2005 
 
 Dear Board Members, 
 
After adjusting back and forth, it now appears that we will be holding our FOBA Board of Director's meeting in San Diego, CA,  
the weekend of October 8 & 9. I hope that this gives all the board members and those members who might want to attend plenty 
of time to plan ahead. Please let me know if you will be able to attend so that I can start putting together the details. 
 
Thanks,  
 
Dodge Galanos 
 
 
NOTE FROM ELOY GARCIA: Concerning the 2006 FOBA Convention in Albuquerque should have 
some news for the Fall issue. Hope to have everything ironed out by July. P.S. You may want to mention that to folks in the Que 
Paso to avoid any anxiety.  
 
It looks like Eloy is working on the convention and as he says we will have something for the Fall issue of the Que Paso. 
 

Meanwhile: Send in your 2005 dues there are still about 76 of you who have not paid 
dues for this year!! Look at the mailing label on the back of this issue and see what 
your due date is.  If it is 2005, then you owe, so send it in. 
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BOARD MEETING—SAN ANTONIO—–By Cal White  —  Monday , 11 April  2005   
 
Bruce Stock,  Dodge Galanos., Jim Wait,  Tommy Donalson and Cal White,  Tom Ham, Fritz Villarreal,  Paul Herring and , Billy 
Martin, Kirby O’Neal, 35 members sat in.  
 
Meeting called to order by President Stock.    Issues:  Elections  to be held on the 12th. (Tuesday general meeting) Billy Martin,   
Tom Ham,  Paul Herring incumbents to stand for the re-election. President, VP and Secretary to be elected. 
 
Eloy   gave update on Albuquerque for 2006.   Old Town Sheridan  still in the running.  Embassy Suites  are in the building stag-
es and may be ready.   Still not finalized as to which.   Eloy will get it put together. 
 
Will have the formal dinner,  Pachanga and walking to old town.  No other formal things to do.  All on our own.   
 
Dave Smith brought up again where to go  -  New Orleans,  San Isidro…. 
 
KiKi Camerana Foundation talk will be up by John  and Dodge. For General meeting. 
 
Dodge  brought up question as to where for 2007.    Tommy Donalson brought  up  Arizona.   Said we have about $8500 in the 
bank,  lost a few and gained a new members.   Some of the Customs Agents offices now under the Home Land Security  have not 
given us new addresses.    We have one new member  this year,  Mr.  YY Lee from Hawaii.. 
 
Kirby provided info on the events  in the San Antonio area. 
 
Jimmy Wait gave talk about the golf  tournament,  who to go where to go and who to play with. 
 
Eloy to the floor again.   Wants to have someone try to capture some of the “one liners”  and other things remembered from the 
past into a volume  for historical  reasons. Dave Ellis  up again,  to  talk about the one liners.   Said too many of the “old timers”  
now gone,  so will be hard to come up with that stuff. 
 
Meeting closed by President,   
 
Secretary,  Cal White. 
 
FOBA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING      San Antonio, Texas                                                            12 April 2005 
 
Full house  attending ,  approximately 95 members.   
The first day ended with a nice meal and serenade by the “ Mariachi’s Aquila  Azteca.” New verb added to FOBA Vocabulary:   
“Eloyed”,  nuff said….. 
 
Meeting called to order by President Bruce Stock at 9 AM. All board members and officers  present. Bruce advised the meeting 
of the following: Congratulations to Kirby and Susan O’Neal for a great job of setting up the San Antonio meeting. 
 
John Windham of San Diego was asked to give a back ground and update of the Enrique Camarena Education Foundation .  Ad-
vised FOBA has done more for this foundation than any other retired organization. 
 
Bowie High School in El Paso has need for a bust.  Group of attorneys have said they will pay for one. For that school  (this from 
a conversation on an airplane with a seat mate, previously unknown to John)  Working on getting the Stamp commission  to  ac-
cept this for a future stamp. 
 
John fielded several questions from the group. Dodge added to this conversation. 
 
Meeting then turned over the Bill McDonald as head of the nominations committee. Following members were nominated: 
Bill Martin,  Tom Ham,  Fritz Villarreal (as directors),  Phillip de Hoyos (secretary)  Dodge Galanos (President)  Jim Wait (vice 
president)  All elected by unanimous vote. 
 
Eloy gave talk about Albuquerque for 2006.   Eloy will take care of the arrangements, as the man who was going to take care of 
it, now is living in Mexico. Your almost ex secretary will help with the program for the wives. 
 
Now talking about 2007,   where???  Stan Furce - Lake Conroe near Houston,    Tommy, Joby, the Wait’s  are thinking about 
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Arizona again. Dodge and Bruce are talking about San Diego.    Bill McDonald is talking about going back to Del Rio. So  Bruce 
asked the group to be thinking about where it could be.  He tasked the future board to take this up as first agenda for their meeting. 
 
Recognized our one new member  John YY Lee from Hawaii  
 
Treasurer  Tommy  Donalson told us we have 444 members including 36 widow members.   We have 17 members who have not 
paid for 2004.  They have all received at least two notices and will be dropped shortly. 
 
We have $ 8,498.48  in the treasury.  Asked all to keep e-mail address current.,  tough job to keep the mail up to date. Que  Paso  
will be out in June,  need your input by June 1st. President elect Galanos said membership will be given a boost by a  committee to 
support the FOBA retention. 
 
Secretary proposed things for Albuquerque for the ladies.   FOBA ladies will support.    Pat White asked for help with the next 
agenda.     
 
Remembered lost members: Moment of silence held for John Van Diver, Jimmy Van Ness of Rio Grande City. 
 
Congratulations to Tommy and Joby  for life time achievement in FOBA.   Motion made and passed to exempt Tommy and Joby 
from all registration fees from now on  for their  work on the  Que  Paso, membership committee, treasurer and ETC, ETC 
 
Kirby and Susan congratulated for their good work on the San Antonio project. 
 
New President Dodge Galanos  now on the dais. Asked for new deal and had Paul Herring talk about  FOBA and what to expect in 
the future. Gave thanks to the ladies, has a proposal  to go to the board.   Maybe waive the 10 day period . 
Proposed:    Increase the board of directors to 12. Will hold office for two years. 12th director will be the spouse of a regular mem-
ber.   Spouse director will be elected every two years. 
 
Discussion -   Dave Ellis asked that we use proper procedure to do this.   Take time for the decision.    Will be taken to the board of 
directors this year. Lively discussion ensued………………..                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                            
President Galanos advised the proposition would be taken to the board for discussion.    
 
Eloy to the floor again.   Congratulations  to Bruce for a job well done  as President. 
 
Eloy made motion to adjourn,  seconded by hand vote. 
 
 ATT:    Paul’s amendment to article VI of the constitution 
 
 Increase the board of directors to 12.  The 12th will hold office for 2  year terms, will be known as the Spouses’ Representative.  
The 12th director will be the spouse of a regular member, hold the title of regular member while holding office and have the voice 
and voting rights of a regular member while holding office.  The  spouses’ Rep will be elected every 2 years by a majority vote of 
the spouses  of regular members present at the general meeting.”      
 
Thanks for the opportunity to serve the outfit. Out going Secretary— Cal White 
 

^ 
 
FOBA MEMBERS WHO ATTENDED SAN ANTONIO CONVENTION: Geraldine Adams, Norman Williams, Fred Ball, 
Hector and Genie Benavides, Jim and Nena Bradley, Dick and Pamela Braziel, O.B. and Jean Brown, Dave and June Burnett, Jerry 
Corbit, Phil and Linda de Hoyos, Tom and Joby Donalson, Bert and Lola Drouin, David Ellis, Billy Everett, Becky Ames,  Dodge 
and Kathy Galanos, Eloy Garcia, Irene Guzme, James Glazener, Pete and Janeth Grootendorst, Tom and Jeanne Ham, Wesley 
Hand, Richard and Donnie Harlan, Pete and Elizabeth Hernandez, Paul and Anna Herring, Shirley Kellner, James and Malena 
Kuykendall, John Lee, Juan and Susie Lozano, Tom and Lindy Manson, Billy Martin, Perry Martin, Bob and Jo May, Ed and 
Saundra Mazurek, Bill and Gail McDonald, Hugh McPhink, Greg Middleton, Dottie Henry, John Nattinger, Lloyd Nilsen, Kirby 
and Susan O’Neal, Paulette and Alex Rodriquea, Robert Scholl, Dave and Betsy Smith, Don and Roseann Smith, Billy Stephens, 
Bruce and Cathy Stock, Jack and Cheryl Ann Tarlor, Carlos and Irene Valverde, Harvey Varenhorst, Dick and Amy Vasquez, Fred 
and Nicole Villarreal, Fritz and Yolanda Villarreal, Jim and Giner Wait, Gary Wheeler, Russell Reina, Cal and Patsy White, 
Prentice and Alejandrina White, and  John Windham.  WE ALL HAD A GREAT TIME, THANK YOU KIRBY AND SUSAN. 
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VAYA CON DIOS 
 
Van DIVER, JOHN EDWARD, 75, of Clearwater, died Monday (March 14, 2005) at Mease Dunedin 
Hospital. after a long, brave battle With acute leukemia. He was a native and lifelong resident of Clearwater. 
After graduation from Clearwater High School in 1948, John joined the United State Marine Corps., He served 
with the U.S. Marines in Korea, where he was wounded at the Inchon landing. He later proudly claimed to be the only "retired 
Marine Corporal in the history of the Marine Corps". While recuperating from his wounds John attended the University of Miami 
and. received his BBA Degree in 1954. John was a U.S. Customs agent in the late 1950's and early 1960's in Miami, Florida. In 
1962, John fulfilled along-term desire, to work on the "border" and transferred to  Del Rio, Texas as a Customs Agent. He later 
was, appointed Customs Agent in charge at San Isidro, CA.. In 1972 John was named Regional Administrator of the DEA Los 
Angeles. California. He later transferred to Miami, Florida as the Regional Administrator of the DEA. When John retired he went 
to the University of Georgia in Athens Georgia as a faculty member and simultaneously achieved his law Degree at Mercer Uni-
versity. He practiced law in Athens; Georgia until he and Phyllis  returned to their home in the Clearwater, Florida area for full 
retirement. John's sense of humor, humanity, integrity, and dedication to professional law enforcement endeared him to all who 
were fortunate enough to know him. He was a founder of the Fraternal Order of Border  Agents .  
 
Survivors include his wife, Phyllis; a son, John, Mission Viejo, Calif.; two daughters, Denise Wilkinson, Land O'Lakes, and 
Jacky Van Diver, Amissville, Va.; and seven grandchildren. 
 
A celebration of Life was held on April 2, 2005 in Clearwater at the family home. 
Contributions in memory of John may be made to the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, 13907 North Dale Mabry, Tampa, FL, 
33618.  We wish to thank Hospice and Mobility Solutions of New Port Richey for their kindness and help. 
 
Moss-Feaster Funeral Homes and Cremation Services, Fort Harrison Chapel in Charge of arrangements. 
 
(From Phyllis) Ten Agents came to the service. Abe Azzam and Henry Washington spoke, I think the service was just as Van 
wanted. 
 
Submitted by Lee Riggs 
The Border Rats were well represented at Johns Memorial in Clearwater, Florida. 
Upon entering the Chapel, a life-sized photo of John was on the altar. He was holding a huge bass 
and had that well know smile from ear to ear. Of course three guys, including Hank Washington 
swore that they really caught the fish. 
 
The funeral home was overflowing with friends and several told stories of John’s childhood in 
Clearwater. John’s son, John Jr. spoke eloquently about his father and what he learned from him 
about life and being a man.  One school friend told of how he and John went to the Navy recruiting 
office to sign up for 6 months active duty and the rest of the enlistment in the reserves. The crusty 
old navy Chief said they didn’t need them, they had their quota. Across the hall was a cagey old 
Marine Gunny Sgt. And before they knew it, they had signed up for a four year hitch in the Marines. 
 
One story that John liked to tell was entering the Marine base after he became an Agent in Charge. Since he was severely wound-
ed in Korea, he carried a retired Marine ID as a corporal. When the young Marine guard saw John’s age and retired corporal, he 
asked john “you retired as a corporal”? John replied “yes son and if you do your twenty years in the Corps and keep your nose 
clean, you can retire as a corporal too.” 
 
After the service, we all proceeded  to the Van Diver’s lovely home for food and fellowship. Phyllis was a gracious host. She was 
a devoted wife and suffered many months during John’s illness. God bless her. 
 
Border rats in attendance were: Mel Moore, Don Clements, Hank Washington, Paul Martin, Bill Weatherington. Bill Farnan, 
Doug McCombs, Abe Azzam and Lee Riggs. 
 
Submitted by George  Murphy: March 14, 2005 
John Van Diver, former Customs and DEA Agent, passed away after a long battle with Leukemia, on March 14, 2005 in Tampa 
Florida. . John was a Customs Agent (enforcement) in the late 50’s and early 60’s in Miami, Florida where he excelled in Muni-
tions and Narcotics investigations. He also supervised the CPI operation there and ran a formal basic training program second to 
none.  In the early 60’s, John fulfilled a long term desire to work on the “border” and transferred to Del Rio, Texas as an Agent.  
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VAYA CON DIOS 
 John was an avid golfer. 
 
It is with great sadness that I write this note. It may have inaccuracies about his career as I only served with John professionally 
during the early 60’s in Miami. There is no inaccuracy about my feelings for this wonderful man. I have maintained a treasured 
personal friendship with him throughout our lives. His sense of humor, humanity, integrity, and dedication to professional law 
enforcement has endeared him to all who were fortunate enough to know him. 
 
From: "Harold R, Stein" <halstein@juno.com> 
To: John Jr.: 
I was a "street hook" at Charleston, SC when your Father was the 'Boss' in Miami.  I discovered early on that he was a "retired" 
Marine Corporal. When you were about to finish Basic training at Parris Island my immediate supervisor requested I attempt to 
get the RD quarters on base. I contacted the base Provost Marshall with the request.  I told him Mr. Van Diver was a high ranking 
civilian in Government, with the equivalent rank of Lt. General.  I also mentioned his connection with the Marines. Shortly after 
the initial call I was notified that BOQ #1 next to the Officers Club (with full privileges) was reserved for your Father.  The 
PM said to down play the civilian position, as there were not many retired corporal's.  Your Dad was respected by all who knew 
him. His footprint is large.  My thoughts are with you and your family. 
Harold R. Stein (DEA retired) 
 
(Editor’s note) I knew and worked with John since 1966. He was a good man and good friend.  Sometimes we did not see eye to 
eye on the job, but when it came to golf, fishing, hunting and camping we were the best of buddies.  I fondly remember Camp 
Bootiful  and the Quail Hotel both down in Baja, Henry and Horace singing Danny Boy by the camp fire and lots of other good 
trips that we went on.  He talked me into doing this job for FOBA saying “hell it ain’t no big deal, just go for it.  We had many 
good memories from the past and I will always remember him fondly.  I will miss ol’ John. 

^ 
JAMES E. VANNEST                           March 22, 1922—March 14, 2005 
 
James E. Vannest, 82, passed away on Monday, March 14, 2005 at McAllen Medical Center.  He 
was preceded in death by his parents Leland Stanford Vannest and Lucille Deavers Vannest, sister 
Margie Cox and son Michael Vannest.  He is survived by  his loving wife Yolanda Cardenas Van-
nest, his son James (Mary) Vannest of San Antonio, step daughter Janie (Albert) Vela, grandchil-
dren Scott Vannest of San Antonio, J.T. and Houston of Rio Hondo, Jose Alberto and Nialie Vela 
of Rio Grande City and Michael Vannest, Jr. of Del Rio, Texas. 
Jim was born in Slick, Oklahoma.  At the age of 20, he began his federal service when he enlisted 
in the United States Marine Corps.  During World War II, he served with the 4th Marine Raider 
Battalion commanded  by Colonel James Roosevelt and participated in 5 major campaigns in the 
Pacific.  In 1945, he was in the advance party that landed on Honshu, Japan and secured the naval 
base.  While in the Marines, he was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation, Navy Unit Campaign 
Ribbon, the Bronze Star and 5 major campaign ribbons.  He was discharged from service in 1946 at Portsmouth, Virginia.  In 
1951, Jim joined the U.S. Border Patrol in El Paso, Texas and later transferred to the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Ser-
vice.  While an Immigration Inspector, he was deputized a U.S. Marshall and was sent to Montgomery, Alabama and Oxford, 
Mississippi during the riots of the early 1960s.  In October, 1962, he joined U.S. Customs at Roma, Texas, and in 1970 was pro-
moted to Supervisory Customs Inspector.  He transferred to Rio Grande City, Texas in 1974, as Port Director.  In 1967 , he was 
given the Commissioner’s Citation for his humanitarian work during Hurricane Beulah. On May 28, 1983, after 36 years of Fed-
eral service he retired as Port Director of Customs at Rio Grande City.   
On his spare time Jim enjoyed flying his plane and going to his ranch where he had cows, horses and goats.  After retiring as Port 
Director, he continued flying his plane.  He also served as a reserve Deputy for the Starr County Sheriff Department and the Ro-
ma P.D.  He enjoyed competition shooting where he won various trophies in different divisions.  He also did some fishing and 
hunting.  At the end his pastime was riding and working on his motor-cycle and seeing “Gunsmoke” reruns on T.V. 
 
Thank you,  Yolanda Cardenas Vannest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L to R: 
James Vannest 
Luis Mack 
? 
Charley Rusley 
Jim Harrigan 
Tom Gastellum 
? 
Harold Schmidt 
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Becky Ames, Bill Everett, Bert and Lola Drouin 
FIRST PLACE GOLF: Russell Reina, Joby Donalson, 
Billy Stephens, Greg Middleton missing. 

Dave Burnett doing tripas on the beach down in Baja 

Cal White, Dodge and Kathy Galanos, Fritz Villarreal 

Bartender Billy Martin Betsy Smith, Alex White, Janet Grootendorst, 
Linda de Hoyos 

Photos from the San Antonio Convention 

From Jim Kuykendall. 
Katherine (Katy) Lewis passed away on March 30, 2005 in Laredo, Texas. 
Katy was the secretary at the Laredo Customs Agency office for many years, I do not know how many. She was there when I 
started in 1966 and retired years after. She probably worked for Dave Ellis and I know she worked for Gene Pugh and Walter 
Pardae 
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Linda and Phil de Hoyos, Prentice and Alex White SECOND PLACE GOLF: Fred Villarreal, Bert Drouin, 
Jim Wait, Tom Donalson. 

Phil de Hoyos, Gail and Bill McDonald Members at the Tuesday night banquet. 

Tom and Jeannie Ham with grandson Luke, 
Prentice White standing. 

The old Guadalajara group: Pete & Elizabeth Hernandez, 
Malena & Jaime Kuykendall, Harvey Varenhorst, Paulette & 
Alex Rodriquez, Susie & Juan Lozano 

Photos from San Antonio 
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ENRIQUE S. CAMARENA 
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 

 
 First Year Update 

March 30, 2005 
 
 Thanks to members of the Association of Former Federal Narcotics Agents, Goodfellows, Fraternal Order of Border 
Agents, Drug Enforcement Administration and all others who have contributed their time, money and expertise to this project, 
the first year has been a tremendous success.  

 One year ago today a bust of the late Enrique ‘Kiki’ Camarena was installed at the San Diego DEA office in recognition 
of all narcotic officers who have been killed or wounded in the line of duty. The building was named for Agent Camarena and a 
special display was installed next to the Wall of Honor. The San Diego Chapter of AFFNA was involved in the project and decid-
ed to ask nationwide for contributions to help place similar busts in public buildings, schools and libraries as a drug prevention 
effort. When everyone responded overwhelmingly, the Foundation was formed as an IRS non-profit 501 (c) (3) public benefit 
organization with the help of Attorney Charles Purdy and the CPA firm of Nation Smith Hermes Diamond who volunteered their 
assistance. 
 
 By the end of 2004 more than $25,000 had been received from individuals and organizations for bust purchases and 
seven had been installed. In addition to the one at San Diego, similar ceremonies were held at DEA offices at Phoenix, Imperial 
(CA), the El Paso Intelligence Center, and the DEA/AFFNA traveling exhibit, which was then at New York City and is now 
moving to Chicago. Others were installed at the Lugonia Elementary School in Redlands, CA, and at the Bonnie L. Garcia Ele-
mentary School in Laredo, TX. The latter was funded by the family of AFFNA and FOBA member Eloy Garcia in honor of his 
mother. 
 
 On February 7, 2005 (the 20th anniversary of the abduction of Agent Camarena), another bust was installed by the Po-
lice Officers Association at Calexico, CA, where Kiki first worked in law enforcement at the PD and later joined DEA. Other 
projects for 2005 will include the installation of busts at the DEA office in Boston sponsored by the Northeast Chapter of 
AFFNA; at the DEA training facility at Quantico; and at the DEA office in St. Louis as a part of their participation in Red Ribbon 
week. Others in the planning stages are at the Courthouse in Vallejo, CA, and another at a site to be selected by FOBA. 
 
 The Foundation now has a website--- thanks to the help of Mr. Eric Valenzuela. A brochure is now at the printers and 
will be ready for distribution in April. The ‘Camarena Pins’ with individualized numbers have been received from the manufac-
turer and will now be sent to each past and future contributor. 
 
 
 Directors of the organization are: Geneva ‘Mika’ Camarena, Diogenes ‘Dodge’ Galanos, Joseph Gonzales, Rich Gor-
man, Ted Hunter, Bobby Sheppard, Bruce Stock and John Windham. Advisory Board members are: Peter Bensinger, Enrique 
Camarena (Kiki’s eldest son), Myrna Covarrubias, Diana Holly and John Lawn. Historian is Kathy Galanos. Officers are John 
Windham, President; Dodge Galanos, Vice President; and Bobby Sheppard, Secretary-Treasurer. Major volunteers are Annabelle 
Grills and Jean Montenegro. Agent Misha Piastro is our liaison with DEA SAC John Fernandez. 
 
HOW YOU CAN HELP 
 
1. Send donations. Make checks payable to the Enrique Camarena Foundation, and mail to: P. O. Box 28691, San Diego, CA, 
92198. You will receive an elegant pin bearing your own ‘Camarena Number.’ If you gave last year, please do so again because 
your money is being well spent, is needed, and is tax deductible. 
 
2. Help select sites. Because our goal is to prevent drug abuse we need to install busts in cities everywhere, including yours. You 
can act as a catalyst by locating a site and helping arrange financing through civic clubs, businesses, other drug prevention 
groups, etc. We have a new source for the busts with a reduced cost of only $900 plus shipping and handling for about $1,100 
total. They previously cost $1,800. 
 
3. Promote the wearing of ‘Kiki Camarena’ Reminder bands. They are red in color, come in three sizes, and are inscribed: ”‘KIKI 
CAMARENA 1947-1985’ and ‘www.camarenafoundation.org .’” Because this is the 20th anniversary of Kiki’s abduction there 
will be heightened interest, especially during Red Ribbon Week in October. You can order Reminder bands from the address 
below for $5 each to support the cause. There are no limits to the orders, minimum or maximum. (The Calexico Chamber of 
Commerce bought $500 worth and sold out quickly). 
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4. Furnish ideas. Please send suggestions because we find them to be helpful. Don’t hesitate to call or write about anything we 
are doing. You can call 858-485-1356, e-mail  jwindham@san.rr.com, or write to P. O. Box 28691, San Diego, CA 92198. And 
please check out the website at www.camarenafoundation.org.  It’s new but will expand quickly. 
 
 This Foundation can well become one of the best projects ever for impacting drug abuse, and it guarantees those narcot-
ic officers who were killed or wounded that their sacrifices were not made in vain. By focusing on the name of Enrique “Kiki’ 
Camarena, whose death came under terrible circumstances and impacted the entire spectrum of drug  abuse, we can make enor-
mous inroads with your help.  
 
Thanks for your concern,           John Windham, President 
 

^ 
Special Sharlot Hall Museum - Staff Presentation 

 
When:  Tuesday, April 19th – 12:00 noon                                      Where:  Museum Center Gallery  
 
LEON LORENTZEN – Sharlot Hall Museum’s Own Indiana Jones   
 ...to present his adventure in Guatemala’s highland jungles, where he joined an international archaeological group exca-
vating a late Classic Maya site that was literally destroyed in a terrible intra-tribal battle between Mayan kings (who were also, 
brothers).  His work here was a continuation of a National Geographic project beginning in 1993 (reported in National Geograph-
ic in 1993 and May 2003).   
 
 Come see what it is was like to sleep for four weeks on a narrow chasm ledge...  do battle with biting insects...  and 
avoid the Fer de lance – a deadly snake the Kitchie Maya call the “Step-and-a-half-snake” (about as long as you can plan to live 
after being bitten). 
 
 Real archaeology, more exciting than Raiders of the Lost Ark, and one of the privileges we have to work at this museum, 
and have adjuncts like Leon! 
 
(Ed. Note—looks like ol’ Leon has been out digging up bones again!!!)  No Kidding congratulations Leon, would have liked to 
have been there) 

Bill and Gail McDonald, Linda and Phil de Hoyos Perry and twin brother Pepe Martin celebrate 
their 68th birthday at the San Antonio pachanga. 

MEMBERS: Please look at the last page of this newsletter and get our and FOBA’s ad-
dress in your memory. We are still getting mail sent to the old address, please pay at-
tention and send it to the correct address, thanks. 
IT IS  PAST TIME TO SEND IN YOUR DUES, SO GET THEM IN NOW!! To the right address)!!!!! 
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Letters: From our FOBA family: 
 
Don and Alice Black 
 
Joby and Tom, appreciate reminder on FOBA news-
letter—time goes by so fast I can hardly believe it is 
a year already—we plan to summer at our place in 
Idaho—near Boise—if I can get Don to quit working—
he has an office at our home in Idaho and just keeps 
working—appreciate the consulting $$ but we have 
other “fish to fry” “before old age catches up with 
us!. Best to all. 

^ 
Lydia Martinez 
 
I am enclosing the 2005 dues and hope to see you 
during the convention in S.A. Hopefully Jesus will be 
beter with the intense physical therapy the the 
Parkinson that so far affect his legs only. He and I 
really enjoy the “Que Paso”! Thanks for all your hard 
work, Sincerely (Ed. Note sorry you all did not make 
the convention). 

^ 
Dick Forbey 
 
I sure don’t want to get on that “Hit List” so here 
are my dues for a couple more years. 
I wish I had some exciting news to tell you about but 
not much happens around Pittsburg which is why I 
like it. 
Did a little traveling last year to visit relatives in 
Kentucky, Missouri and Illinois. 
This year will probably go with my world traveling 
daughter Sara to Europe and Centra Asia. The Little 
Rep. Of Georgia (Stalin’s birthplace) is a beautiful 
place in the Caucases Mountais. They make good wine 
and the many blacksmiths make legendays knives nd 
swords. 
In May Sarah finishes up her work at the Bush 
school at Texas A&M with a masters in International 
Affairs and National Security. Then to work for the 
Government. 
So Dan and his wife are still keeping the streets safe 
around Tyer with a new daughter to help them out 
born last August. 
Son John is stilly trying to make a living in Dalls as a 
heavy equipment mechanic for John Deere. He and 

Loretta have given me two fine grandsons and they 
are all doing well.  Grandma Linda is still teaching 
college Liturature down at College Station. 
My best regards to you and all the “Rats”. 

^ 
From Anne Gordon-Lorentzen 
 
Hope you are now all settled into your new home and 
thoughly enjoying it. 
Leon’s been gone for a bit over two weeks now to 
Guatemala and will return on Matrch 9th. Maybe I 
couls talk him into a short article for the Que Paso.  
We won’t make it to San Antonio due to the fact that 
Leon will be teaching a course every weekend in April 
here in Prescott. 
Have a great trip to Texas and a great convention, 
Best regards. 

^ 
From Paul Provencio 
 
Sorry for being late again! It seems like before one 
knows it another year goes by. 
There are so many memories running through my 
mind every time I read the Que Paso. Then I see my 
name in the pay up or get out list! As soon as I see 
that I perk up and say to myself do I want to stop 
reading and bringing up old memories to the surface? 
No! 
Enclosed are my $40.00 dues. This last one made me 
think of my first interview in 1971, by John Van 
Diver, Walter Gates and Charlie Cameron whizzing 
by. The one big question...If you are sitting on a hill 
and a truck is coming out of the border and runs at 
you and your fellow agents what would you do? I said 
shoot the SOB.. 
Then I see the picture of Bruce Van Matre, Paul 
Martin, Bill Wetherington and Bruce Stock. Yes that 
was the time, they were in Peru and after a few 
drinks Bruce wants to fight and runs out to the car. I 
wasn’t there I was just the recipient of being with 
Bruce Van Matre in Bogota after Peru. We also had 
our friendly discussion. It was then I recall his 
memory being like an elephants. He never forgot… 
Good to see all those familiar faces. God Bless 
American and all of our American troops. 

^ 
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From the Van Diver Family 
 
Thank you for the beautiful spray of flowers. We 
appreciate your thoughtfulness and friendship. 
We also thank you for the gift to the Leukemia Soci-
ety in memory of John. 
It would have pleased him. His pain is over and we did 
everything as he wanted. Hopefully there will be a 
cure for leukemia one day.  Sincerely, Phyllis, Johnny, 
Jacky and Denis. 

^ 
From Bob Gore 
 
Well here I am late again, didn’t want to spoil my 
record. Hope everything is well with you and Joby. 
Nice article on Charlie Cameron. I know you were 
close to him, I met him when he transferred to San 
Ysidro. Thought you would like this  little quip on him. 
Sitting in the office Charlie approached me and 
asked if I had a tin can in my car. I replied “no” then 
thought yeah that would make sense being on surveil-
lance, and when you got to go you got to go. 
Charlie went on and said you know what it’s for don’t 
you? And he  got that little devilment gleam in his 
eye. I said yeah think so. He said you need it when 
things are just going crappy, take it out throw it on 
the ground and start kicking it. It’s a hellava lot bet-
ter than going home, yelling at the kids or wife or 
kicking the dog. I still laugh and smile every time I 
see a tin can in the road. 
Stay well and safe. 

^ 
From Dick Friend 
 
Here are my dues for 05. Does not look like we can 
make to S.A. We were so looking forward to it. When 
we were stationed at Eagle Pass and Laredo we were 
there often. (For work and play). 
Dec. 28th Dodi took a PET/Scan. It revealed numer-
ous tumors in her liver. We were dismayed to say the 
least. She was pronounced clear last spring after 
7!/2 months of chemo. 
We are halfway thru a 12 week series of Chemo plus 
avastin, a new drug that starves a tumor. It can’t be 
cured, but if the avastin woks she may have months 
or even a year or 2 of life. We are hoping and praying 
it works. 

Jim and Ginger. Wasn’t that narrative poem by Jaime 
Kuykendall something?? Brought me to tears. Bruce 
and I go way back. We roomed together at T-School 
west in L.A. (short term TS) and worked some under-
cover on the border, Hi Joby, Hasta Luego. 

^ 
From JT Robinson 
 
That time again, boy it rolls by in a hurry. Hope you 
guys are well and settled into your new place. Sorry 
we did not make the meeting in S.A. had a distraction 
or two. Maybe next year. Hope you have a great 
Spring and Summer, Best regards 

^ 
From Tom Harr 
 
Sorry I am late with the dues. I wish I could have 
seen you all in S.A., but I was out of town again doing 
some training. I still  busy training for SPC and NAS 
in Guatemala/ I hope you are doing well and most of 
all in good health. Say hello to all our friends and 
wish them the best. I hope to see you at one of the 
future FOBA conventions. 

^ 
From Dottie Nigh 
 
Sorry I forgot the dues, Am sending them in now I 
like the newsletter. It is nice to see old faces and 
how we have all aged. Dick is fine. I had breast can-
cer last year and finishing up my treatments One 
more week to go. Doctor said at this time I am can-
cer free. What a year, would not wish it on anyone,  
Take care 

^ 
From Skip Gehart 
 
Thanks for the dues reminder, time flys, we are ok, 
not much to report, stilly fussing around with this old 
house we bought a couple years ago, tending grand 
kids and trying to keep body and soul toegether. 
Hope the two of you are doing well, come see us some 
time, Regards. 

^ 
From Carlos Valverde 
Enclosed  is check for dues. See you all in 
San Antonio, looking forward to good golf 
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 QUALIFICATIONS FOR FOBA MEMBERSHIP 
  

REGULAR:  A REGULAR Member shall have the right to one vote and shall have the right to hold office.   To be eligible to be a Regular Member, a person 
shall: 
(a) Have been an 1811 Agent in a Federal investigative service and assigned to and living on the Mexican Border for a period of at least three years;  or 
(b) Have been an 1811 Agent in a Federal investigative service  for a period of at least three years  and currently assigned to a post of duty on the Mexican Border 
in an 1811 position;  or 
(c)  Have been a Federal law enforcement officer assigned to, and living on the   Mexican Border for a period of at least three years, and currently serving in an 
1811 Agent position;  or 
(d) Have had,   or currently has,   direct supervisory responsibility for the US/Mexico Border law enforcement activities of the 1811 Agents of a Federal 
investigative service. 
 
ASSOCIATE:  To be eligible to be an ASSOCIATE Member, a person shall: 
(a) Have been an 1811 Agent in Federal service or have been in a comparable position in the State or Local employment sector and on many occasions conducted 
criminal investigations with a federal law enforcement office on the U.S./Mexico Border;  or 
(b) Be the spouse of a Regular Member in good standing;1   or 
(c) Be the surviving spouse of a deceased Federal criminal investigator who met the eligibility requirements for Regular Membership. 
 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP TYPE:                Regular____________                      Associate_____________ 
NAME:_______________________, _____________________, ____________________ 
             (last)                                     (first)                                    (middle) 
SPOUSE’S FIRST NAME: ____________________                 MEMBER? Yes ____  No ____ 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________ 
                                    ____________________________,_________        _____________ 
                                        (city)                                                   (state)                (zip) 
DATE OF BIRTH: ____/____/____                              SSN: ______-____-_______ 
                                            
PHONE:  Home  (___)___-_______     Business (___)___-_______   Fax (___)___-__________E-mail_____________________                  
BUSINESS TITLE:__________________________________________________________ 
 
Periods of service, posts of duty and GS-1811 positions held for Regular Membership, or qualifying positions in which 
served for Associate Membership:  BE EXPLICIT OR APPLICATION WILL BE RETURNED. 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
___ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
___ 
Applicant authorizes the Fraternal Order of Border Agents, Inc. to conduct such inquiries as it deems necessary to determine 
Membership eligibility. 
 
______________________________________________              _________________, 
Signature                                                                                                        Date 
 
Referred by:___________________________________________________________________ 
Please send completed application with check for $40.00 (includes $20.00 initiation fee and $20.00 annual dues). Enclose an 
additional $20.00 if you wish your spouse to become an Associate Member. 
 
Mail completed application and your check payable to FOBA to: 
          FOBA, 1521 W. Placita Lluvia de Oro, Sahuarita, AZ 85629 
                                                        E-mail. Foba@cox.net 
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY: 
 
Approved:______     Disapproved: ________                    Date: ____________ 
Record entered: ____/____/_____                    Membership package sent:  ____/____/____ 
 
 
 
Chairman, Membership Committee 
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NEW  FOBA  ADDRESS!!! 
1521 W. PLACITA LLUVIA DE ORO 

SAHUARITA, AZ 85629 
 PHONE  520 648 5562 
 E-Mail  (foba@cox.net)  

 

SEND IN YOUR 2005 DUES ($20.00) NOW!! 

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS/CORRECTION FORM 
MAIL TO: FOBA , 1521 W. Placita Lluvia de Oro, Sahuarita, AZ 85629 

 
NAME: 
 
OLD ADDRESS: 
 
NEW ADDRESS: 
 
 
HOME PHONE: (    )                                               WORK (    ) 

 
 
 
 
 
LOOK AT YOUR MAILING LABEL 
TOP LINE IS YOUR DUES DATE!! 


