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FROM THE RANCHITA 

Another great time in San Antonio with 90 plus members 

and guests attending. What a wonderful time we had.  

Thanks to Fred and his great team for providing the won-

derful food and entertainment.  My grandson Luke, and 

daughter, Kelly attended with me.  Luke told me he will 

continue even when ”I” am no longer able.  What a 

trooper.  He has not missed many in his 17 

years…...maybe one or two, at the most.   

After the convention, I attended a 5 mile Warrior Run for 

one of our local fallen soldiers, which I do every year 

since his death.  A great cause as all monies go to fami-

lies or injured soldiers, plus scholarships to local seniors 

who are enlisting in the military.  I came in first 

place…..in my age group…..but I am sure  I was the only 

70 plus woman who entered.  What a great honor 

though!! 

After that I went on a “quilting cruise”.  80 women from 

around the country attended and we sailed on Royal Car-

ibbean out of Galveston.  They reserved a conference 

room for us to sew in during the cruise.  We were gone 8 

days and stopped in Roatan, Honduras, Costa Maya, 

Mexico, and Cozumel,Mexico .  While in port, a couple 

of my friends and I snorkeled in Honduras, ZIP LINED 

in Costa Maya (what an experience…..like kids in a can-

dy store); and visited the Mayan Ruins in Chichinetiza, 

Mexico.  The food was outstanding and abundant!   

Then….back to reality.  Hot weather, mowing the lawn 

which has taken over, repairing fences, etc.  But, I am 

thankful for my FOBA family and the blessing  that have  

let me do these things. 

Kelly,Luke and I look forward to seeing you all in Albu-

querque next year. 

 

Jeanne 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

News from Casa de Braziel 

Another winter is over and we are still here (SOS DD).  Going from ice bucket 

straight to the frying pan. 

 

The 2018 Members Conference in San Antonio was a resounding success.  If you 

missed it, you missed a good time.  Start making your plans for our 2019 

Conference to be hosted by Ruben and Bonnie Gomez in Albuquerque, NM.  Exact  

particulars will be forthcoming. 

 

Freddie Villarreal and all who supported the 2018 Conference are to be 

commended for their hard work.  As reported by Freddie, FOBA’s Treasury got a 

little boost with some healthy money from their hard work.  Thanks to all of you! 

 

Also, at the Conference FOBA gained 4 new members.  Our recruiters are also to 

be commended.  Let’s see if we can build on this start in the next year. 

 

No big summer plans for us.  Trying to stay cool while doing indoor projects.  

Someday they might just get done. 

 

Hope to see all at the 2019 Conference. 

 

Be good, or be good at it. 

 

Dick Braziel 

FOBA President 

aaarebelinc@aol.com 
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Vice-President - Paul Herring  

Treasurer - Bruce Stock  

Board #2 - Jimmy Bradley  

Board #4 - Harvey Varenhorst  

A motion was made that Paul Herring continue as Vice-President, the motion was seconded 

and the motion passed.  

There were no other nominations from the floor. A motion to accept the slate by acclamation 

was made and seconded and the motion passed.  

Other Business: We must continue recruiting new members, four new members joined in the 

last month.  

Website, make it user friendly, membership roster in website.  

Adjournment: A motion for adjournment was made and seconded and the motion passed. The 

meeting was adjourned at 9:39 am.  

Secretary’s report 

Continued……. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Greetings to all: 

 

The Treasury is solid and in the black after another great conference.  With all the people 

assisting Fred Villarreal with registration, raffles and other money making projects we now 

have over $10,000 in our Treasury.  We have not paid to publish a Que Paso in almost a 

year which has really helped with finances.  San Antonio was a great time even if the 

weather didn’t cooperate.  I believe a good time was had by all and many thanks to those 

who attended.  Another thanks to those who helped (and so many did) to make another 

memorable conference. 

 

The ladies at the registration desk collected $300 in dues from those who wish to pay at the 

conference.  All dues payments are welcome.  We still have some 40 people who have not 

paid and there is no “1-1-19” to show member in good standing by their names.  Again, if 

you are unsure of your date, I will be happy to assist.  As I have reported in the past, we 

obligate $1,000.00 for our conference and Fred returned that and some after all was totaled. 

 

Thanks again and see you all in Albuquerque next year. 

 

B. Stock, Treasurer   
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Many of us are between 65 and death, i.e. old. My friend sent me this excellent list for aging . . . and I have to agree it's good ad-

vice to follow.  The guy who sent this hi-lighted #19. 

 

1. It’s time to use the money you saved up. Use it and enjoy it.  Don’t just keep it for those who may have no notion of the sacrific-

es you made to get it. Remember there is nothing more dangerous than a son or daughter-in-law with big ideas for your hard-earned 

capital. Warning: This is also a bad time for investments, even if it seems wonderful or fool-proof. They only bring problems and 

worries. This is a time for you to enjoy some peace and quiet. 

 

2. Stop worrying about the financial situation of your children and grandchildren, and don’t feel bad spending your money on your-

self. You’ve taken care of them for many years, and you’ve taught them what you could. You gave them an education, food, shelter 

and support. The responsibility is now theirs to earn their own money. 

 

3. Keep a healthy life, without great physical effort. Do moderate exercise (like walking every day), eat well and get your sleep. It’s 

easy to become sick, and it gets harder to remain healthy. That is why you need to keep yourself in good shape and be aware of 

your medical and physical needs. Keep in touch with your doctor, do tests even when you’re feeling well. Stay informed. 

 

4. Always buy the best, most beautiful items for your significant other. The key goal is to enjoy your money with your partner. One 

day one of you will miss the other, and the money will not provide any comfort then, enjoy it together 

 

5.  Don’t stress over the little things.  Like paying a little extra on price quotes. You’ve already overcome so much in your life.You 

have good memories and bad ones, but the important thing is the present. Don’t let the past drag you down and don’t let the future 

frighten you. Feel good in the now. Small issues will soon be forgotten. 

 

6. Regardless of age, always keep love alive. Love your partner, love life, love your family, love your neighbor and remember: “A 

man is not old as long as he has intelligence and affection.” 

 

7. Be proud, both inside and out. Don’t stop going to your hair salon or barber, do your nails, go to the dermatologist and the den-

tist, keep your perfumes and creams well stocked. When you are well-maintained on the outside, it seeps in, making you feel proud 

and strong. 

 

8. Don’t lose sight of fashion trends for your age, but keep your own sense of style. There’s nothing worse than an older person 

trying to wear the current fashion among youngsters. You’ve developed your own sense of what looks good on you – keep it and be 

proud of it. It’s part of who you are. 

 

9. ALWAYS stay up-to-date. Read newspapers, watch the news. Go online and read what people are saying. Make sure you have 

an active email account and try to use some of those social networks. You’ll be surprised what old friends you’ll meet. Keeping in 

touch with what is going on and with the people you know is important at any age. 

 

10. Respect the younger generation and their opinions. They may not have the same ideals as you, but they are the future, and will 

take the world in their direction. Give advice, not criticism, and try to remind them that yesterday’s wisdom still applies today. 

 

11. Never use the phrase: “In my time.” Your time is now. As long as you’re alive, you are part of this time. You may have been 

younger, but you are still you now, having fun and enjoying life. 

 

12. Some people embrace their golden years, while others become bitter and surly. Life is too short to waste your days on the latter. 

Spend your time with positive, cheerful people, it’ll rub off on you and your days will seem that much better. Spending your time 

with bitter people will make you older and harder to be around. 

 

13. Do not surrender to the temptation of living with your children or grandchildren (if you have a financial choice, that is). Sure, 

Contributed by Billy Martin via 

\Arne Flores 
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being surrounded by family sounds great, but we all need our privacy. They need theirs and you need yours. If you’ve lost 

your partner (our deepest condolences), then find a person to move in with you and help out. Even then, do so only if you feel 

you really need the help or do not want to live alone. 

 

14. Don’t abandon your hobbies. If you don’t have any, make new ones. You can travel, hike, cook, read, dance. You can 

adopt a cat or a dog, grow a garden, play cards, checkers, chess, dominoes, golf. You can paint, volunteer or just collect cer-

tain items. Find something you like and spend some real time having fun with it. 

 

15. Even if you don’t feel like it, try to accept invitations. Baptisms, graduations, birthdays, weddings, conferences. Try to go. 

Get out of the house, meet people you haven’t seen in a while, experience something new (or something old). But don’t get 

upset when you’re not invited. Some events are limited by resources, and not everyone can be hosted. The important thing is 

to leave the house from time to time. Go to museums, go walk through a field. Get out there. 

 

16. Be a conversationalist. Talk less and listen more. Some people go on and on about the past, not caring if their listeners are 

really interested. That’s a great way of reducing their desire to speak with you. Listen first and answer questions, but don’t go 

off into long stories unless asked to. Speak in courteous tones and try not to complain or criticize too much unless you really 

need to. Try to accept situations as they are. Everyone is going through the same things, and people have a low tolerance for 

hearing complaints. Always find some good things to say as well. 

 

17. Pain and discomfort go hand in hand with getting older. Try not to dwell on them but accept them as a part of the cycle of 

life we’re all going through. Try to minimize them in your mind. They are not who you are, they are something that life added 

to you. If they become your entire focus, you lose sight of the person you used to be. 

 

18. If you’ve been offended by someone – forgive them. If you’ve offended someone - apologize. Don’t drag around resent-

ment with you. It only serves to make you sad and bitter. It doesn’t matter who was right. Someone once said: “Holding a 

grudge is like taking poison and expecting the other person to die.” Don’t take that poison. Forgive, forget and move on with 

your life. 

 

19. If you have a strong belief, savor it. But don’t waste your time trying to convince others. They will make their own choic-

es no matter what you tell them, and it will only bring you frustration. Live your faith and set an example. Live true to your 

beliefs and let that memory sway them. 

 

20. Laugh. Laugh A LOT. Laugh at everything. Remember, you are one of the lucky ones. You managed to have a life, a long 

one. Many never get to this age, never get to experience a full life. But you did. So what’s not to laugh about? Find the humor 

in your situation. 

 

21. Take no notice of what others say about you and even less notice of what they might be thinking. They’ll do it anyway, 

and you should have pride in yourself and what you’ve achieved. Let them talk and don’t worry. They have no idea about 

your history, your memories and the life you’ve lived so far. There’s still much to be written, so get busy writing and don’t 

waste time thinking about what others might think. Now is the time to be at rest, at peace and as happy as you can be! 

 

REMEMBER: “Life is too short to drink bad wine and warm beer.” 

Continued from Billy Martin 
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FROM RUBEN AND BONNIE GOMEZ:  (CONVENTION COORDINATORS FOR 2019) 

We have set the dates for the 2019 conference in Albuquerque.  They are:  April 26, 27, 28, 2019.  The venue is the Journal 

Center Courtyard Marriott, 5151 Journal Center Blvd, NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109. They are giving us the government rate 

which is $92 + taxes.  If the rate changes between now and then, it won’t be by more than a few dollars.   This is a great rate, 

due to the fact that the Native American Gathering of Nations will be held the same weekend and rooms will be very expensive 

and most sold out.  I have staged quite a few large events at this hotel, and they are great to work with.  They always follow 

through with what they promise, so I do not anticipate any problems.  Breakfast is not included, but they have a bistro there and 

there are several cafes close by.  If enough people sign up for the conference, we may have enough money for them to cater 

breakfast in the hospitality room.   We do not plan to use any FOBA money for the conference, and hope to do like we did last 

time, and pay for everything out of the registration money.  We even had money left over then, which we turned into the FOBA 

treasury. 

We are working  on entertainment and activities and will keep you posted as things progress.   

 

Bonnie Gomez 

505-771-3145 

 

I had the nicest letter from Phyllis Van Diver recently.  She is nearly 93 years old is such an inspiration 

to me.  She included this bit of history which I find fascinating and thank her for enlightening us: 

 

THE BIRTH OF CAESAR SALAD 

The Caesar  salad is the creation of Caesar Cardini, an Italian immigrant who lived in San Diego and 

operated a restaurant and hotel in Tijuana, Mexico during the Prohibition era.  While there are many 

stories surrounding the event of the salad’s birth, it is widely held that on Independence Day in 1924 the 

restaurant was running low on supplies due to the holiday rush.  At the arrival of guests from Holly-

wood, Cardini made up for his short supply of vegetables and contrived a romaine salad tossed with 

coddled eggs, Parmesan cheese, croutons, and the signature dressing.  The unique combination quickly 

grew popular, drawing Hollywood and San Diego socialites to the restaurant.  Following the repeal of 

prohibition, Cardini moved to Los Angeles and began packaging his popular dressing.  Decades later, 

Caesar dressing thrives in many variations and can be found in almost any restaurant, continuing the 

legacy of its creator. 

 

THANK YOU, PHYLLIS.  WE HOPE TO SEE YOU IN ALBUQUERQUE 

IN 2019!!!   
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VAYA  CON DIOS 

JIM SEAY 

I received an email from Sherry Seay that Jim passed away in January 2018 from can-

cer.  Sherry has been having a lot of adjustments so will not be at this convention in San 

Antonio.  However, she wants to remain an associate member, and I assured her that she 

will always be one.  I will be in contact with Sherry and hope to get together after the 

convention for lunch.  I think she may come to the 2019 convention.  I have offered to 

bring her with me.  Please keep Sherry in your prayers during this emotional transition 

in her life. 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!! 
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VAYA CON DIOS 

WILLIIAM R. (BILL) WETHERINGTON 

 

 TRIBUTE TO BILL WETHERINGTON: 

 

I guess you have seen from the emails that we lost another Border Rat a couple of weeks ago.  I 

first met Bill “Memo” Wetherington in 1968 when I was a PI in Oceanside and Bill was Anti-

Smuggling at Border Patrol Sector Headquarters in Chula Vista.  I presented a smuggling case to 

Bill which he successfully had prosecuted in San Diego.  We met and got to know each other 

over the next two years until we both were hired by the U.S. Customs Agency Service as Special 

Agents.  We attended Treasury School together in Washington in 1970.  Bill and I worked 

together in the “Mexican Group” until 1974 and DEA took over.  Having worked in Tijuana, B.C. 

for many years Bill had many contacts and I learned a lot in those years as the “junior” partner. 

 

Later as DEA Agents Bill transferred to Lima, Peru and I to Guayaquil, Ecuador and Santiago, 

Chile.  We were in contact and worked together for a few more years still crossing the borders.  

While in Peru Bill introduced me to a young police officer who he subsequently married.  Cory 

and Bill were together for over 40 years.  After speaking to Cory after Bill passing I had a chance 

to recall some of the great times we had both on the job and off.  After we both retired he and 

Cory to Florida and Cathy and I to California we didn’t see each other as frequently but by then 

“e-mail” was alive and well. 

 

I miss him but I’m sure when I join him he will have a great place all picked out and know 

everyone there. 

 

Saludos, 

Bruce Stock 
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PARMESAN SPINACH BALLS 

INGREDIENTS: 

  2 (10 ounce) packages frozen chopped spinach, thawed and drained 

  2 cups Italian-style seasoned bread crumbs 

  1 cup grated Parmesan cheese 

  ½ cup butter, melted 

  4 small green onions, finely chopped 

  4 eggs, lightly beaten 

  Salt and pepper to taste 

DIRECTIONS: 

1.  Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (15 degrees C). 

2.  In a medium bowl, mix the frozen chopped spinach, Italian-style 

seasoned bread crumbs, Parmesan cheese, butter, green onions, eggs, 

salt and pepper.  Shape the mixture into 1 inch balls. 

3. Arrange the balls in a single layer on a large baking sheet.  Bake in the 

preheated oven 10 to 15 minutes, until lightly browned. 

(I bake mine in a mini- muffin tin for 18-21 minutes).   

 

 

Serve warm or at room temperature with a good quality mustard.  These can be 

frozen unbaked and popped into the oven when unexpected guests pop in. 

 

 

 

Contributed by Jeanne Ham 
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 FOBA New Members 

 NAME STATUS CONTACT INFORMATION 

 ,   

 , 

 CONNELLY, JOHN PATRICK & JULIE R HM:   585-202-3161 
 39 BELMORE WAY BS:   585-202-3161 
 ROCHESTER, NY  14612-2362 EMAIL:   sierra.1811@hotmail.com 

 COURTNEY, CHARLES & KATHY R HM:   210-315-1583 
 3118 WHISPER BROOK ST. BS:   210-889-0876 
 SAN ANTONIO, TX  78230 EMAIL:   chuck_c2001@msn.com 

 GUARDIOLA, ANTONIO & MARICELA A, A HM:   956-717-0330 
 8982 FOGGY LANE BS:   956-263-7259 
 LAREDO, TX  78045 EMAIL:   toguardio54@hotmail.com 

 LEONARD, WILLLIAM & GRACE R HM:   915-892-9697 
 6419 N. 159th ST BS:   915-832-6214 
 OMAHA, NE  68116 EMAIL:   leonard883@sbcglobal.net 

 LOPEZ, JOSE A HM:   956-740-2488 
 511 CORPUS CHRISTI ST. #2 
 LAREDO, TX  78040 EMAIL:   jalopez475@gmail.com 

 SANTOS, ANTHONY & STELLA R HM:   956-342-4812 
 3104 SWALLOW AVE. 
 McALLEN, TX  78504 EMAIL:   tonysaints2014@gmail.com 

 Thursday, May 24, 2018 Page 1 of 1 

 
  

 FOBA Members That Have Changed Addresses or Phone Numbers 

 NAME STATUS CONTACT INFORMATION 

 ANDERSON, JAMES B & SANDRA R HM:   361- 749-2349 Sa 
 503 SEA ISLE BS:   361-537-4321 Jim 
 PORT ARANSAS, TX  78373 EMAIL:   jbande22@gmail.com 

 MARTIN, PERRY F HM:   210 545 3524 
 2035 SUN DANCE PKWY, #1802 
 NEW BRAUNFELS, TX  78130 

 SEAY, SHERRY , W HM:   210-387-8291 
 299 EAGLE MOUNTAIN DRIVE 
 HICKORY CREEK, TX  75065 EMAIL:   texasbunger@yahoo.com 

 Thursday, May 24, 2018 Page 1 of 1 
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QUALIFICATIONS FOR FOBA MEMBERSHIP 

REGULAR:  A REGULAR Member shall have the right to one vote and shall have the right to hold office.   To be eligible to be a 
Regular Member, a person shall: 
(a) Have been an 1811 Agent in a Federal investigative service and assigned to and living on the Mexican Border for a period of at least three years;  or 

(b) Have been an 1811 Agent in a Federal investigative service  for a period of at least three years  and currently assigned to a post of duty on the Mexican 

Border in an 1811 position;  or 

(c)  Have been a Federal law enforcement officer assigned to, and living on the   Mexican Border for a period of at least three years, 
and currently serving in an 1811 Agent position;  or 
(d) Have had,   or currently has,   direct supervisory responsibility for the US/Mexico Border law enforcement activities of the 1811 
Agents of a Federal investigative service. 
 

ASSOCIATE:  To be eligible to be an ASSOCIATE Member, a person shall: 

(a) Have been an 1811 Agent in Federal service or have been in a comparable position in the State or Local employment sector and on many occasions 

conducted criminal investigations with a federal law enforcement office on the U.S./Mexico Border;  or 

(b) Be the spouse of a Regular Member in good standing;1   or 

(c) Be the surviving spouse of a deceased Federal criminal investigator who met the eligibility requirements for Regular Membership. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

MEMBERSHIP TYPE:                Regular____________                      Associate_____________ 

NAME:_______________________, _____________________, ____________________ 

             (last)                                     (first)                                    (middle) 

SPOUSE’S FIRST NAME: ____________________                 MEMBER? Yes ____  No ____ 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________ 

                                    ____________________________,_________        _____________ 

                                        (city)                                                   (state)                (zip) 

DATE OF BIRTH: ____/____/____                              SSN: ______-____-_______ 

                                            

PHONE:  Home  (___)___-_______     Business (___)___-_______   Fax (___)___-__________E-mail_____________________                  

BUSINESS TITLE:__________________________________________________________ 

Periods of service, posts of duty and GS-1811 positions held for Regular Membership, or qualifying positions in which served for Associate Membership:  

BE EXPLICIT OR APPLICATION WILL BE RETURNED. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant authorizes the Fraternal Order of Border Agents, Inc. to conduct such inquiries as it deems necessary to determine Membership eligibility. 

______________________________________________              _________________, 

Signature                                                                                                        Date 

Referred by:___________________________________________________________________ 

Please send completed application with check for $40.00 (includes $20.00 initiation fee and $20.00 annual dues). Enclose an additional $20.00 if you wish your 

spouse to become an Associate Member. 

Mail completed application and your check payable to FOBA to: 

          FOBA, c/o Dick Braziel, P O Box 3526, Waco, TX  76707 

                                                        E-mail    aaarebelinc@aol.com 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY: 

Approved:______     Disapproved: ________                    Date: ____________ 

Record entered: ____/____/_____                    Membership package sent:  ____/____/____ 
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     CHANGE OF ADDRESS/CORRECTION FORM 
   MAIL TO: FOBA,  3628 County Road 4708, Sulphur Springs, TX 

75482-1802 

· NAME: 

· OLD ADDRESS:  

· NEW ADDRESS:  

: HOME PHONE: (     )  _____________________ WORK: (     )  ____________ _  

 

  
?QUE PASO?  
3628 County Road 4708 

Sulphur Springs, TX 75482-1802 

 

Address Service Requested  

 

 

LOOK AT YOUR MAILING LABEL 

TOP LINE IS YOUR DUES DATE. 

PRESORTED 

STANDARD 

US POSTAGE PAID 

SULPHUR SPRINGS, TX 

PERMIT NO 138 

TO: 

 


